CHAPTER   XXIII

RUMANIA (ROMANIA)

THE broad, fertile plains of Rumania remind one of the more pro-
ductive portions of Iowa and Kansas, but the wealth of the nation is
not confined to its soil. Clothing its central mountains are valuable
forests, while underground occur important deposits of petroleum,
salt, iron, coal, and numerous other minerals. Truly it would seem that
nature had provided everything essential for the development of one
of the most prosperous agricultural and industrial nations of Europe.
Unfortunately, the people of Rumania have made very ineffective
use of these blessings. A backward peasantry, using primitive methods,
harvests only a fraction of what the soil is able to produce. Little
interest is taken in industry and trade, and most of the resources are
exploited by foreigners. Rumania has thus not attained the economic
position to which its natural advantages would seem to destine it. It
remains a land of the future rather than of the present.

HISTORY

Most of the history of Rumania is a record of domination by
outside peoples. First the Turk and then the Russian ruled, and, al-
though their control was frequently more nominal than real, the nation
did not achieve complete independence until 1878, Its freedom at that
time was largely the result of the efforts of the western European
powers to prevent Russian expansion toward the Danube and the
Balkans.

The nation as thus established included Walachia, Moldavia and
northern Dobrogea. No expansion of territories occurred until Ru-
mania joined the coalition in the Second Balkan War, as the result of
which it annexed the southern Dobrogea, with its Bulgarian population.

As the result of its part in the World War, Rumania profited by
numerous additions to its territory. From Hungary it received Tran-
sylvania, with bordering portions of the Hungarian plain, and a large
part of Banat The nation also profited by the acquisition of the Aus-
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